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VOTER'’S PAMPHLET
STATE LEGISLATIVE CANDIDATES’ STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS

The following pages may not contain a complete list of candidates. A complete list of candidates appears on the Sample Ballot.
Pursuant to Government Code Section 85601(c), only a candidate who accepts voluntary expenditure limits may purchase space for a statement.

Statement of JOHN LAIRD, Candidate for
State Assembly
27th District

Occupation: State Assemblymember Age: 56

| have been honored to represent Santa Cruz County in the State Assembly the
past four years. | have moved into the Assembly leadership as Chair of the Budget
Committee and as a lead member of the conference committees on the budget and
the infrastructure bond package.

As a leader in the Assembly, | have fought to extend health insurance to all Califor-
nia children, roll back community college fees, restore education funding, ensure
that California’s environmental protection is strong, and give working people a fair
shake from state government.

My bills to help first-time homebuyers in Santa Cruz County, extend state civil
rights protections, protect agricultural land from urban development, give public
transit workers a role in managing their pension funds, expand the number of chil-
dren in school nutrition programs, and restore community college health services
have all been signed into law.

| am particularly proud of the successful bipartisan effort to pass the Laird-Leslie
Act, which established the Sierra Nevada Conservancy.

We still must extend health care to all Californians, ensure access to higher educa-
tion and work together to attack the problem of global warming.

| bring to my job thirty years experience as a mayor, councilmember, community
college trustee, congressional assistant, budget analyst, non-profit executive di-
rector and community activist.

Itis an honor to serve you in the state legislature. | ask for your support - in both the
election and with the continuing challenges facing California and the Monterey Bay
Area.

www.johnlaird.org
1270-001

Declaracion de JOHN LAIRD, Candidato para la
Asamblea Estatal
Distrito 27

Ocupacion: Asambleista estatal Edad: 56

Durante los ultimos cuatro afios, he tenido el honor de representar al Condado de
Santa Cruz ante la Asamblea Estatal. He ingresado en la direccion de la Asamblea
como presidente del Comité del Presupuesto y como miembro dirigente de los
comités de conferencia sobre el presupuesto y sobre el paquete de bonos para la
infraestructura.

Como lider de la Asamblea, he luchado para extender el seguro médico para todos
los nifios de California, para reducir las colegiaturas de los colegios comunitarios,
para restablecer el financiamiento de la educacion, para garantizar que la
proteccién ambiental de California sea fuerte y para darles a las personas que
trabajan un trato justo con el gobierno estatal.

Mis proyectos de ley para ayudar a las personas que compren su primera
residencia en el Condado de Santa Cruz, para extender las protecciones de los
derechos civiles en este Estado, para proteger las tierras agricolas contra la
expansion urbana, para concederles a los trabajadores del transporte publico
influencia en la administracién de sus fondos de pensiones, para ampliar el
numero de programas de nutricion para los nifios escolares, y para restaurar los
servicios médicos de los colegios universitarios, y todos fueron refrendados y
convertidos en ley.

Estoy particularmente orgulloso de la exitosa iniciativa bipartidista para aprobar la Ley
Laird-Leslie, la cual establecié la Junta de Proteccion Ambiental de la Sierra Nevada.

Todavia tenemos que extender el cuidado de la salud a todos los residentes de
California, garantizar el acceso a la educacion superior y trabajar juntos para
acometer el problema del calentamiento del planeta.

Llevo a mi trabajo treinta afios de experiencia como alcalde, concejal, miembro del
consejo de administracion de colegio comunitario, ayudante legislativo, analista de
presupuestos, director ejecutivo de una empresa sin fines de lucro y activista en la
comunidad.

Es un honor servirle a usted en la legislatura estatal. Le pido su apoyo - tanto en
las elecciones como en los constantes asuntos desafiantes que California y el
Area de la Bahia tienen que enfrentar. www.johnlaird.org
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Statement of ROWLAND BAKER, Candidate for
Superintendent of Schools
Santa Cruz County

Occupation: Santa Cruz County Assistant Superintendentof Schools ~ Age: 55

For 33 years I've worked to make Santa Cruz County’s schools better. During my
15 years as a classroom teacher, 5 years as a principal, and 13 years at the County
Office of Education, I've lead with vision and innovation to address the needs of our
students and schools. My years working with the Department of Education in Sac-
ramento have given me the expertise needed to help secure millions of dollars in
grants and special funding for local schools. Many key educators and other com-
munity leaders support my candidacy. The current County Superintendent of
Schools endorses me.

My goals:

* Develop curriculum and programs to ensure the success of all students.
Recruit, support and retain excellent teachers and staff.

Maximize state and federal funding while ensuring school district fiscal
accountability.

Streamline and consolidate county services in a way that supports individual
school districts.

If elected, | will provide the leadership necessary to represent our county in Sacra-
mento. | will develop programs that improve our schools and address their unique
and rapidly changing needs. As a native of our county, a parent and lifelong educa-
tor, 'm committed to creating the best possible education for all of our students.

http://www.bakerforsuperintendent.com

3005-002

Declaracion de ROWLAND BAKER, Candidato para
Superintendente de Escuelas
Condado de Santa Cruz

Ocupacion: Asistente al Superintendente de Escuelas del
Condado de Santa Cruz

Edad: 55

Por 33 afios, he trabajado para mejorar las escuelas del Condado de Santa Cruz.
Durante 15 afios como maestro en las aulas, 5 afios como director escolar, y 13
afos en las Oficinas de Educacion del Condado, he liderado con vision y con
innovacion para hacer frente a las necesidades de nuestros alumnos y de nuestras
escuelas. Mis afios de trabajo con el Departamento de Educacion en Sacramento
me han dotado de la pericia necesaria para ayudar a obtener millones de ddlares
en donaciones y en fondos especiales para las escuelas locales. Mi candidatura
cuenta con el respaldo de muchos educadores importantes y de otros dirigentes
de la comunidad. El actual Superintendente de Escuelas del Condado me ha dado
su aprobacion, también.

Estas son mis metas:

* Establecer planes académicos y programas para garantizar el éxito de todos
los alumnos.

Reclutar, apoyar y retener a excelentes maestros y empleados.

Aumentar al maximo el financiamiento federal y estatal en tanto que se
garantiza la responsabilidad fiscal del distrito escolar.

Agilizar y consolidar los servicios del condado de una manera que apoye los
distritos escolares individuales.

Si soy elegido, ofreceré la direccion necesaria para representar a nuestro condado
en Sacramento. Desarrollaré programas que mejoren nuestras escuelas y que
enfrenten sus necesidades Unicas que cambian tan rapido. Como natural de
nuestro condado, como padre y como educador por toda mi vida, estoy
comprometido a establecer la mejor educacién posible para todos nuestros
alumnos.

http://www.bakerforsuperintendent.com

3005-002
Statement of MICHAEL WATKINS, Candidate for Declaracion de MICHAEL WATKINS, Candidato para
Superintendent of Schools Superintendente de Escuelas
County of Santa Cruz Condado de Santa Cruz
Occupation: Educator and School Administrator Age:56 | Ocupacion: Educadory administrador escolar Edad: 56

I am running for Superintendent because | refuse to accept the declining state of
our public schools. New leadership is the answer.

As your Superintendent, | will:

* Put students first

Empower teachers and include parents in decision making

Fight to get Santa Cruz County schools every dollar due from state and federal
glovernment make wise use of tax payer dollars, and direct funds to the
classroom

Work with business leaders to prepare students for the demands of the 21st
Century workforce

Promote tolerance and embrace diversity

| have been endorsed by:

¢ Sandra Nichols and Lupe Rivas (former candidates)

Teachers (California Teacher's Association)

Democrats (Democratic Women'’s Club)

Classified school employees (Classified School Employees Association 484)
Working families (AFSCME 3299)

GLBT Alliance

Democracy for America

| have 35 years of experience working in every aspect of education including:
classroom teaching, school administration and balancing multi-million dollar bud-

gets. I have been honored for, “Visionary Leadership” by the Board of Supervisors
and “Positive Change for Youth” by the Watsonville City Council.

The status quo is no longer acceptable. | will welcome the community’s input and
build new partnerships. | respectfully request your vote. Together, we can make
public education the gateway to a better future.

3005-001

Me postulo para el puesto de Superintendente porque me niego a aceptar el
empeoramiento de nuestras escuelas plblicas. La respuesta reside en obtener
nueva direccion.

Como su Superintendente, Yo

* Daré prioridad a los alumnos; Concederé poderes a los maestros e incluiré a
los padres en la toma de decisiones; Lucharé para que las escuelas del
Condado de Santa Cruz puedan obtener todo el dinero que merecen del
gobierno estatal y federal, utilizaré prudentemente los fondos del
contribuyente y dirigiré los fondos hacia los salones de clases; Trabajaré con
los lideres del sector comercial para preparar a los alumnos para las
exigencias del mundo laboral del Siglo XXI; Fomentaré la tolerancia y daré la
bienvenida a la diversidad

Cuento con el respaldo de:

¢ Sandra Nichols y Lupe Rivas (ex candidatas); Los maestros (la Asociacion de
Maestros de California); Los democratas (el Club de Mujeres Demdcratas);
Los empleados escolares especializados (la Asociacion de Empleados
Escolares Especializados 484); Las familias que trabajan (AFSCME - la
Federacion Americana de Empleados Municipales, Estatales y Federales
3299); La Alianza GLBT (alianza entres gays y lesbianas); Democracia para
Estados Unidos

Tengo 35 afios de experiencia de trabajar en todos los aspectos de la educacion
incluyendo: como maestro en las aulas, como administrador escolar y en la
reconciliacion de presupuestos multimillonarios. Recibi el galardon por “Direccion
Visionaria” otorgado por el consejo de supervisores y el galardon por “Cambios
Positivos para la Juventud” otorgado por el concejo de la ciudad de Watsonville.

Ya no se puede aceptar el sistema establecido. Invitaré las ideas de la comunidad
K formaré nuevas alianzas. Solicito respetuosamente su voto. Juntos podemos
acer de la educacién publica el umbral para llegar a un futuro mejor.

3005-001
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Statement of JUAN G. ESCAMILLA, Candidate for
Governing Board Member, Trustee Area 6
Cabrillo Community College District

Occupation: Local Business Owner/Parent Age: 48

Hard Work with Straight Talk.

| am your candidate for Cabrillo College Board. Many of our young people are not
properly prepared to enter our local workforce. With your vote, you will help me fix
this problem.

I'm a *hands-on” guy who is in the trenches working hard for the American Dream
everyday. Cabrillo College should exist to better prepare our students for voca-
tional trades and good jobs. This will be my Primary Mission on the Governing
Board.

Information about me is an open book. My family has lived in Santa Cruz County for
over 40 years. My wife and | own and operate small businesses in Aptos Village.
You can talk with me anytime by visiting any of my 3 Wilson’s Tires locations.

Many voters know about Cabrillo College, but don't know their elected Cabrillo
Board Members. My candidacy changes that.

I'm the only candidate in this race to submit a written statement of my views on how
to better represent you. The incumbent’s silence speaks volumes. My campaign is
supported by the Senior Coalition, and current School Board Presidents of the
Pajaro and Soquel School Districts. | ask for your vote as well.

3036-002
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Statement of BRUCE MATHIAS, Candidate for
Governing Board Member, Trustee Area 1
Pajaro Valley Unified School District
Occupation: Licensed General Contractor / Parent Age: 53

As a parent and former Peace Corps Volunteer, | understand the value of a quality
education. | am a strong supporter of the State Exit Exam requirement. A High
School Diploma that is earned benefits everyone.

| believe in maintaining independent, local control of our school system. As your
elected School Trustee, my allegiance will only be to my constituents and the Con-
stitution of the United States. Parental & School involvement includes:

* PVUSD Bond Oversight Committee

* Aptos Jr. High School Beautification Project

* School District Re-Organization Committee

Listening to your concerns will be most important when making the decisions that

affect our children. | pledge to always listen. Essential issues that have been
brought to my attention:

* Timely completion of Aptos High School construction

* Fair distribution of future School Bond funds

* Acivil & non-threatening environment at Board meetings
My candidacy is not for sale to any special interest group.

| ask for your vote. Visit me online: www.BruceMathias.org

3061-003
Statement of LIBBY WILSON, Candidate for
Governing Board Member, Trustee Area 1
Pajaro Valley Unified School District
Occupation: Parent/Business Owner Age: 46

Education and Qualifications: B.A. Child Development

Aptos High Booster Club V.P. 2004 — Present

Valencia Home & School Club President 1995 - 1998

Monte Foundation 1995 — present

Active Volunteer Involvement: classroom, fundraising and committees to increase
educational opportunities for students since 1993

| am the parent of an AHS graduate, as well as an 11th grader, and a 7th grader
currently enrolled in PYUSD schools. | believe our district needs to focus on educa-
tional achievement for all students. Our children need a rigorous curriculum that is
relevant in today’s world. Education is not one-size fits all. PVUSD’s schools must
prepare our students to successfully enter college and the workforce. It is impera-
tive that we provide opportunity, flexibility, and differentiated instruction so that ev-
ery student can reach his or her full potential. | believe that I will be an effective
board member who collaborates well with others while working to find solutions to
the never- ending issues in the educational arena. | will work diligently and respon-
sibly. | look forward to representing the Aptos Community on the PVUSD School
Board. Thank you for your vote.

3061-001
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