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Statement of JOHN LAIRD, Candidate for
State Assembly

27th District

Occupation: State Assemblymember Age: 56

I have been honored to represent Santa Cruz County in the State Assembly the
past four years. I have moved into the Assembly leadership as Chair of the Budget
Committee and as a lead member of the conference committees on the budget and
the infrastructure bond package.

As a leader in the Assembly, I have fought to extend health insurance to all Califor-
nia children, roll back community college fees, restore education funding, ensure
that California’s environmental protection is strong, and give working people a fair
shake from state government.

My bills to help first-time homebuyers in Santa Cruz County, extend state civil
rights protections, protect agricultural land from urban development, give public
transit workers a role in managing their pension funds, expand the number of chil-
dren in school nutrition programs, and restore community college health services
have all been signed into law.

I am particularly proud of the successful bipartisan effort to pass the Laird-Leslie
Act, which established the Sierra Nevada Conservancy.

We still must extend health care to all Californians, ensure access to higher educa-
tion and work together to attack the problem of global warming.

I bring to my job thirty years experience as a mayor, councilmember, community
college trustee, congressional assistant, budget analyst, non-profit executive di-
rector and community activist.

It is an honor to serve you in the state legislature. I ask for your support - in both the
election and with the continuing challenges facing California and the Monterey Bay
Area.
www.johnlaird.org

1270-001

Declaración de JOHN LAIRD, Candidato para la
Asamblea Estatal

Distrito 27
Ocupación: Asambleísta estatal Edad: 56
Durante los últimos cuatro años, he tenido el honor de representar al Condado de
Santa Cruz ante la Asamblea Estatal. He ingresado en la dirección de la Asamblea
como presidente del Comité del Presupuesto y como miembro dirigente de los
comités de conferencia sobre el presupuesto y sobre el paquete de bonos para la
infraestructura.
Como líder de la Asamblea, he luchado para extender el seguro médico para todos
los niños de California, para reducir las colegiaturas de los colegios comunitarios,
para restablecer el financiamiento de la educación, para garantizar que la
protección ambiental de California sea fuerte y para darles a las personas que
trabajan un trato justo con el gobierno estatal.
Mis proyectos de ley para ayudar a las personas que compren su primera
residencia en el Condado de Santa Cruz, para extender las protecciones de los
derechos civiles en este Estado, para proteger las tierras agrícolas contra la
expansión urbana, para concederles a los trabajadores del transporte público
influencia en la administración de sus fondos de pensiones, para ampliar el
número de programas de nutrición para los niños escolares, y para restaurar los
servicios médicos de los colegios universitarios, y todos fueron refrendados y
convertidos en ley.
Estoy particularmente orgulloso de la exitosa iniciativa bipartidista para aprobar la Ley
Laird-Leslie, la cual estableció la Junta de Protección Ambiental de la Sierra Nevada.
Todavía tenemos que extender el cuidado de la salud a todos los residentes de
California, garantizar el acceso a la educación superior y trabajar juntos para
acometer el problema del calentamiento del planeta.
Llevo a mi trabajo treinta años de experiencia como alcalde, concejal, miembro del
consejo de administración de colegio comunitario, ayudante legislativo, analista de
presupuestos, director ejecutivo de una empresa sin fines de lucro y activista en la
comunidad.
Es un honor servirle a usted en la legislatura estatal. Le pido su apoyo – tanto en
las elecciones como en los constantes asuntos desafiantes que California y el
Área de la Bahía tienen que enfrentar. www.johnlaird.org
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Declaración de MICHAEL WATKINS, Candidato para
Superintendente de Escuelas

Condado de Santa Cruz
Ocupación: Educador y administrador escolar Edad: 56

Me postulo para el puesto de Superintendente porque me niego a aceptar el
empeoramiento de nuestras escuelas públicas. La respuesta reside en obtener
nueva dirección.

Como su Superintendente, Yo
• Daré prioridad a los alumnos; Concederé poderes a los maestros e incluiré a

los padres en la toma de decisiones; Lucharé para que las escuelas del
Condado de Santa Cruz puedan obtener todo el dinero que merecen del
gobierno estatal y federal, utilizaré prudentemente los fondos del
contribuyente y dirigiré los fondos hacia los salones de clases; Trabajaré con
los líderes del sector comercial para preparar a los alumnos para las
exigencias del mundo laboral del Siglo XXI; Fomentaré la tolerancia y daré la
bienvenida a la diversidad

Cuento con el respaldo de:
• Sandra Nichols y Lupe Rivas (ex candidatas); Los maestros (la Asociación de

Maestros de California); Los demócratas (el Club de Mujeres Demócratas);
Los empleados escolares especializados (la Asociación de Empleados
Escolares Especializados 484); Las familias que trabajan (AFSCME – la
Federación Americana de Empleados Municipales, Estatales y Federales
3299); La Alianza GLBT (alianza entres gays y lesbianas); Democracia para
Estados Unidos

Tengo 35 años de experiencia de trabajar en todos los aspectos de la educación
incluyendo: como maestro en las aulas, como administrador escolar y en la
reconciliación de presupuestos multimillonarios. Recibí el galardón por “Dirección
Visionaria” otorgado por el consejo de supervisores y el galardón por “Cambios
Positivos para la Juventud” otorgado por el concejo de la ciudad de Watsonville.
Ya no se puede aceptar el sistema establecido. Invitaré las ideas de la comunidad
y formaré nuevas alianzas. Solicito respetuosamente su voto. Juntos podemos
hacer de la educación pública el umbral para llegar a un futuro mejor.

3005-001

Statement of ROWLAND BAKER, Candidate for
Superintendent of Schools

Santa Cruz County

Occupation: Santa Cruz County Assistant Superintendent of Schools Age: 55

For 33 years I’ve worked to make Santa Cruz County’s schools better. During my
15 years as a classroom teacher, 5 years as a principal, and 13 years at the County
Office of Education, I’ve lead with vision and innovation to address the needs of our
students and schools. My years working with the Department of Education in Sac-
ramento have given me the expertise needed to help secure millions of dollars in
grants and special funding for local schools. Many key educators and other com-
munity leaders support my candidacy. The current County Superintendent of
Schools endorses me.

My goals:
• Develop curriculum and programs to ensure the success of all students.
• Recruit, support and retain excellent teachers and staff.
• Maximize state and federal funding while ensuring school district fiscal

accountability.
• Streamline and consolidate county services in a way that supports individual

school districts.

If elected, I will provide the leadership necessary to represent our county in Sacra-
mento. I will develop programs that improve our schools and address their unique
and rapidly changing needs. As a native of our county, a parent and lifelong educa-
tor, I’m committed to creating the best possible education for all of our students.

http://www.bakerforsuperintendent.com

3005-002

Declaración de ROWLAND BAKER, Candidato para
Superintendente de Escuelas

Condado de Santa Cruz
Ocupación: Asistente al Superintendente de Escuelas del Edad: 55

Condado de Santa Cruz

Por 33 años, he trabajado para mejorar las escuelas del Condado de Santa Cruz.
Durante 15 años como maestro en las aulas, 5 años como director escolar, y 13
años en las Oficinas de Educación del Condado, he liderado con visión y con
innovación para hacer frente a las necesidades de nuestros alumnos y de nuestras
escuelas. Mis años de trabajo con el Departamento de Educación en Sacramento
me han dotado de la pericia necesaria para ayudar a obtener millones de dólares
en donaciones y en fondos especiales para las escuelas locales. Mi candidatura
cuenta con el respaldo de muchos educadores importantes y de otros dirigentes
de la comunidad. El actual Superintendente de Escuelas del Condado me ha dado
su aprobación, también.

Éstas son mis metas:
• Establecer planes académicos y programas para garantizar el éxito de todos

los alumnos.
• Reclutar, apoyar y retener a excelentes maestros y empleados.
• Aumentar al máximo el financiamiento federal y estatal en tanto que se

garantiza la responsabilidad fiscal del distrito escolar.
• Agilizar y consolidar los servicios del condado de una manera que apoye los

distritos escolares individuales.

Si soy elegido, ofreceré la dirección necesaria para representar a nuestro condado
en Sacramento. Desarrollaré programas que mejoren nuestras escuelas y que
enfrenten sus necesidades únicas que cambian tan rápido. Como natural de
nuestro condado, como padre y como educador por toda mi vida, estoy
comprometido a establecer la mejor educación posible para todos nuestros
alumnos.

http://www.bakerforsuperintendent.com

3005-002

Statement of MICHAEL WATKINS, Candidate for
Superintendent of Schools

County of Santa Cruz

Occupation: Educator and School Administrator Age: 56

I am running for Superintendent because I refuse to accept the declining state of
our public schools. New leadership is the answer.
As your Superintendent, I will:
• Put students first
• Empower teachers and include parents in decision making
• Fight to get Santa Cruz County schools every dollar due from state and federal

government, make wise use of tax payer dollars, and direct funds to the
classroom

• Work with business leaders to prepare students for the demands of the 21st
Century workforce

• Promote tolerance and embrace diversity
I have been endorsed by:
• Sandra Nichols and Lupe Rivas (former candidates)
• Teachers (California Teacher’s Association)
• Democrats (Democratic Women’s Club)
• Classified school employees (Classified School Employees Association 484)
• Working families (AFSCME 3299)
• GLBT Alliance
• Democracy for America
I have 35 years of experience working in every aspect of education including:
classroom teaching, school administration and balancing multi-million dollar bud-
gets. I have been honored for, “Visionary Leadership” by the Board of Supervisors
and “Positive Change for Youth” by the Watsonville City Council.
The status quo is no longer acceptable. I will welcome the community’s input and
build new partnerships. I respectfully request your vote. Together, we can make
public education the gateway to a better future.

3005-001
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Statement of JIM LOGSDON, Candidate for
Governing Board Member, Trustee Area 1 (Inside City)

Santa Cruz City School District

Occupation: Retired School Superintendent

I am an independent candidate for the Area1 trustee position with the Santa Cruz
City Schools. I am not beholden to any candidate slate, parent group or union. I
have exceptional qualifications for the position including:
• M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in school administration
• Attendance and participation in almost all SCCS board meetings over the past

10 years
• Thirty years of direct, hands on teaching and administrative experience in

California schools
• Contributing member of many SCCS committees; Charter member of the Bond

Oversight Committee
• Contributor and volunteer for all school bond and parcel tax measures over the

past 10 years
• Unfailing proponent of equity and diversity issues in our schools
• Frequent contributing writer on educational matters in our community

newspapers

I am committed to openness and transparency in all school matters. I am con-
vinced that the City Schools can achieve academic excellence for all students. I am
keenly aware of and most appreciative of the unparalleled support this community
has fostered on our children. I hope to partially repay that generosity and trust by
serving as a board member.

3081-003

Statement of RACHEL DEWEY THORSETT, Candidate for
Governing Board Member, Trustee Area 1 (Inside City)

Santa Cruz City School District

Occupation: Associate Adjunct Professor (Astronomy/Astrophysics), UCSC

Education: Public primary/secondary schools; B.A., Physics, Harvard University;
Ph.D., Physics, Princeton University

Public schools today face many challenges, but their central mission – providing
strong academic programs that enable students to become informed and engaged
members of a diverse society– has never been more important. To do this Santa
Cruz schools need creative, knowledgeable and realistic leaders who recognize
that the community’s support for education is a crucial resource.

In my two years on the board, I have worked to focus district decision-making and
budgeting squarely on support for students and classrooms, so that all students
have access to high quality programs. We have learned to do more with less, but
we can do better. Santa Cruz City Schools needs budget reform and true fiscal ac-
countability to ensure that limited tax dollars are used as effectively as possible to
increase student achievement.

As a parent, teacher, PTA member, and scientist, I bring to the Board the perspec-
tive of an educator with K-12 and college-level experience, the activism of a com-
munity volunteer, and the skills needed to understand school finance. I ask for your
support and pledge my full commitment to our public schools.

www.RachelDeweyThorsett.org

3081-002

Declaración de RACHEL DEWEY THORSETT, Candidata para
Miembro del Consejo de Gobierno, Área de Síndico núm. 1 (Zona a dentro)

Distrito Escolar de la Ciudad de Santa Cruz

Ocupación: Profesora adjunta asociada (Astronomía/Astrofísica), UCSC
(Universidad de California de Santa Cruz)

Preparación académica: Escuelas públicas a nivel primario y secundario;
licenciatura en Física de la Universidad de Harvard; Doctorado en Física de la
Universidad de Princeton

Las escuelas públicas hoy en día se enfrentan con muchos asuntos desafiantes,
pero su misión central – ofrecer programas académicos sólidos que permitan que
los alumnos lleguen a ser integrantes informados y comprometidos de una
sociedad diversa – nunca ha sido más importante. Para lograr esto, las escuelas
de Santa Cruz necesitan líderes creativos, informados y realistas que reconozcan
que el apoyo comunitario a la educación es un recurso esencial.

En mis dos años en el consejo, he trabajado diligentemente para que las
decisiones tomadas por el distrito y la preparación de presupuestos estén
enfocadas en el apoyo a los estudiantes y a sus aulas de clases con el objetivo de
que todos los alumnos tengan acceso a programas de primera calidad. Hemos
aprendido a hacer más con menos esfuerzo, pero podemos mejorar. Las escuelas
de la ciudad de Santa Cruz necesitan una reforma presupuestaria y una verdadera
responsabilidad fiscal para garantizar que los fondos limitados provenientes de los
impuestos se utilicen de la manera más eficaz posible para aumentar los logros
académicos de los alumnos.

Como madre, maestra, miembro de la Asociación de Padres y Maestros y
científica, llevo al consejo la perspectiva de una educadora con experiencia en los
primeros doce años escolares y a nivel universitario, el activismo de una voluntaria
comunitaria, y las habilidades necesarias para comprender las finanzas escolares.
Le pido su apoyo y prometo comprometerme en cuerpo y alma a nuestras
escuelas públicas.

www.RachelDeweyThorsett.org

3081-002
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Statement of WENDY STRIMLING, Candidate for
Governing Board Member, Trustee Area 1 (Inside City)

Santa Cruz City School District

Occupation: Attorney

Education: B.A., Politics, UCSC; M.S., Sociology, University of Wisconsin - Madi-
son; J.D., Boalt Hall

We need to build confidence and pride in Santa Cruz City Schools. After years of
hard budget choices, we now have an opportunity to reverse the slide in parents’
faith in our schools. If elected, I will work to strengthen and restore respect for our
public schools.

We need to examine budget priorities, make wise financial choices, and make de-
cisions openly. Our goals must include reducing class sizes at all schools, expand-
ing learning opportunities for students of all abilities, valuing our teachers, and
embracing creative solutions.

We need an open and transparent decision-making process, where all voices in
our community are welcome and decisions are made after careful and open delib-
eration.

I am a practicing attorney with over ten years of experience advising governmental
agencies. I will use my legal skills and knowledge to help the school board function
openly and effectively. As a parent with children in the district for the past eleven
years-including elementary, middle and high schools-I am deeply committed to im-
proving our schools. I ask for your vote for school board.

www.WendyStrimling.org

3081-001

Declaración de WENDY STRIMLING, Candidata para
Miembro del Consejo de Gobierno, Área de Síndico núm. 1 (Zona a dentro)

Distrito Escolar de la Ciudad de Santa Cruz

Ocupación: Abogada

Preparación académica: Licenciatura en Ciencias Políticas, Universidad de Cali-
fornia de Santa Cruz: maestría en Sociología, Universidad de Wisconsin – Madi-
son; doctorado en Leyes de Boalt Hall

Necesitamos forjar confianza y orgullo en las escuelas de la ciudad de Santa Cruz.
Después de años de difíciles decisiones presupuestarias, ahora tenemos la
oportunidad para poner fin al derrumbe en la fe que tienen los padres en nuestras
escuelas. Si soy elegida, trabajaré para fortalecer y restablecer el respeto por
nuestras escuelas públicas.

Tenemos que examinar las prioridades presupuestarias, elegir prudentemente en
los asuntos fiscales, y tomar decisiones abiertamente. Nuestras metas tienen que
incluir una reducción en el número de alumnos por salón en todas las escuelas, la
ampliación de las oportunidades de aprendizaje para todos los alumnos con
distintas habilidades, alta estima para nuestros maestros, y una acogida a las
soluciones creativas.

Necesitamos un proceso abierto y transparente para la toma de decisiones, uno
que invite la opinión de toda nuestra comunidad y en que todas las decisiones se
tomen después de deliberaciones estudiadas y abiertas.

Ejerzo como abogada y tengo más de diez años de experiencia en el asesoramiento
de las agencias gubernamentales. Usaré mis habilidades y conocimientos legales
para ayudar al consejo escolar a funcionar abierta y eficazmente. Como madre de
niños que estudian en el distrito, desde hace 11 años, incluyendo la escuela
primaria, intermedia y superior, estoy profundamente comprometida a mejorar
nuestras escuelas. Le pido su voto para el consejo escolar.

www.WendyStrimling.org 3081-001
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Statement of DON MAXWELL, Candidate for
Governing Board Member, Trustee Area 2 (Outside City)

Santa Cruz City School District

Occupation: Retired Teacher

Education: B.A., Art, Fresno State University; M.A., Art Education, Ohio State
University

Our students deserve leaders who put students first, plan for the future and provide
leadership in uncertain times. As a former teacher with 35 years in our local
schools and as past president of the local teachers union, I bring essential experi-
ence to the task of preparing our students and schools for tomorrow.

If elected, I will focus on:
• Increasing funding
• Improving achievement
• Reducing class sizes
• Increasing college-prep Advanced Placement courses
• Developing high quality technical and vocational programs
• Increasing arts programs in all our schools
• Providing support for Library and Counseling programs
• Improving teacher and support staff salaries
• Collaborating with neighboring school districts

I have been a tireless advocate for arts education in all our schools. I have the bal-
anced background and demonstrated skill necessary to serve you as a Santa Cruz
City Schools Trustee.

Public education is the cornerstone of our free, democratic society. I am committed
to public education and with your support I believe we can work together to revital-
ize and strengthen our public schools.

www.DonMaxwell.net

3083-001

Declaración de DON MAXWELL, Candidato para
Miembro del Consejo de Gobierno, Área de Síndico núm. 2 (Zona afuera)

Distrito Escolar de la Ciudad de Santa Cruz

Ocupación: Maestro retirado

Preparación académica: Licenciatura, Arte, Universidad Estatal de Fresno;
maestría, Educación de Arte, Universidad Estatal de Ohio

Nuestros alumnos merecen líderes que den prioridad a los alumnos, que hagan
planes para el futuro y que ofrezcan liderazgo en los momentos de incertidumbre.
Como ex maestro con 35 años de experiencia en nuestras escuelas locales y
como ex presidente del sindicato local de los maestros, llevaré experiencia
esencial para la labor de preparar a nuestros alumnos y escuelas para el futuro.

Si soy elegido, me concentraré en:
• Aumentar el financiamiento
• Mejorar el desempeño
• Reducir el número de alumnos por salón
• Aumentar el número de cursos preparatorios con créditos universitarios
• Desarrollar programas técnicos y vocacionales de alta calidad
• Aumentar el número de programas de arte en todas nuestras escuelas
• Facilitar apoyo a los programas de bibliotecas y de consultoría
• Mejorar los sueldos de los maestros y de los empleados auxiliares
• Colaborar con los distritos escolares vecinos

He sido un defensor incansable de la educación de las artes en todas nuestras
escuelas. Tengo la formación balanceada y la habilidad probada que se necesitan
para servirle como síndico de las escuelas de la ciudad de Santa Cruz

La educación pública es la piedra angular de nuestra sociedad libre y democrática.
Estoy comprometido a la educación pública y con su apoyo creo que podemos
trabajar juntos para revitalizar y fortalecer nuestras escuelas públicas.

www.DonMaxwell.net

3083-001

Statement of MICHAEL ROUTH, Candidate for
Governing Board Member, Trustee Area 2 (Outside City)

Santa Cruz City School District

Occupation: Incumbent/Retired Educator Age: 62

If you support an independent voice, decisions reflecting what’s best for kids, sus-
tainable class size reductions and academic growth, balanced decisions that pre-
serve the District’s financial stability, support for educational programs that serve
our Hispanic community, respect for the Trustee’s role as policy maker - not day to
day manager - and common sense decisions resulting in the best education pro-
gram the District can afford, then vote for incumbent Michael Routh.

No candidate brings the variety of educational experience I do to the Board of
Trustees - 19 years as a classroom teacher grades 4 - 9, 4 years Harbor High Asst.
Principal, 5 years SLVJH Principal, 8 years university instructor supervising new
teachers, 8 years SCCS District Trustee, 24 years Capitola City Council member.

3083-002

Statement of G. RICHARD ARNOLD, Candidate for
Governing Board Member, Trustee Area 2 (Outside City)

Santa Cruz City School District

Occupation: Businessman

Hidden from the public are outside “directives” that are forced on local school dis-
tricts.

Unelected multi-nationals have turned our schools into experimental laboratories
designed to create malleable, groveling “global citizens” unaware of the unique
country in which they grew up. Individualism is replaced with “group think” so stu-
dents can be “managed” for a lifetime.

The Feds and UNESCO are promoting “Global Classrooms” brainwashing kids
into accepting Agenda 21 (sustainable development) a system of total control. This
new feudalism is being sold as “regional governance” “smart growth” “compatible
communities” and is designed to replace the Constitution with its checks and bal-
ances. http://www.freedom21santacruz.net/site/

Government-Private Partnerships (fascism) is funded by the same foundations
protecting the millions of dollars of the Rockefellers, Panettas, Soros, Gorbachevs,
Ford, Packards and Maurice Strongs.

Kids need a good grasp of history, the Constitution, math, business, an apprecia-
tion of the arts, ability to compose a correct paragraph. The goal is thinking individ-
uals who will control their own lives and not robots programmed to work cheap for
the globalist’s government-private partnerships.

If you want your kid to be groomed as an individual and not merely a human com-
modity … vote for G. Richard Arnold

3083-003
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Statement of CYNTHIA HAWTHORNE, Candidate for
Governing Board Member, Trustee Area 3 (At Large)

Santa Cruz City School District

Occupation: Psychotherapist/Mediator

Education: B.S., Psychology, University of Oregon; M.S., Community Psychology,
San Jose State University

As president of the Santa Cruz Education Foundation, I led successful efforts to:
• Reduce class sizes for 9th grade English classes at Harbor, Santa Cruz and

Soquel High Schools
• Develop a mentoring program for at-risk middle school students
• Strengthen K-5 science education
• Make equitable and accessible pre-Kindergarten programs a priority
• Heal wounds from years of budget cuts
• Build new partnerships with the business community

With strong vision and leadership, we can strengthen our schools through:
• Full commitment to small class sizes K-12
• Return of previously cut science and arts programs
• Stronger bilingual and cross-cultural programming
• Nutritionally and fiscally sound nutrition programs
• An inventive and student-involved district environmental policy

From the classroom to the ballot box, our community has sent Santa Cruz City
Schools a clear message: we are committed to a brighter future for our public
schools.

As a parent, therapist and mediator, I will build on nearly twenty years in our local
schools as a relentless activist focused on vision and tangible results. Please vote
for me and support greater opportunity for all of our students.

www.CynthiaHawthorne.org

3084-001

Declaración de CYNTHIA HAWTHORNE, Candidata para
Miembro del Consejo de Gobierno, Área de Síndico núm. 3 (Representación global)

Distrito Escolar de la Ciudad de Santa Cruz

Ocupación: Psicoterapeuta/mediadora

Preparación académica: Licenciatura de la Universidad de Oregón; maestría,
Psicología Comunitaria, Universidad Estatal de San José
Como presidenta de la Fundación de Educación de Santa Cruz, dirigí campañas
exitosas para:
• Reducir el número de alumnos por salón en las clases del Idioma Inglés del

noveno grado en las escuelas superiores de Harbor, de Santa Cruz y de
Soquel; Desarrollar un programa de mentores para los alumnos en riesgo de
las escuelas intermedias; Fortalecer la instrucción de ciencias en el jardín de
infancia hasta quinto grado; Fijar como prioridad programas equitativos y
accesibles precursores al jardín de infancia; Restañar las heridas causadas
por años de recortes presupuestarios; Formar nuevas alianzas con el sector
comercial

Con una visión y dirección fuertes, podemos fortalecer nuestras escuelas
mediante:
• Un compromiso total por tener pocos alumnos por salón en el jardín de infancia

hasta el doceavo grado; Restablecer los programas de ciencias y de artes que
fueron eliminados anteriormente; Programas bilingües e interculturales más
vigorosos; Programas de nutrición fiscalmente sólidos y nutritivos; Una política
ambiental para el distrito inventiva que incluya la participación de los alumnos

Desde las aulas hasta las urnas, nuestra comunidad ha enviado un mensaje claro
a las escuelas de la ciudad de Santa Cruz: estamos comprometidos a un futuro
más brillante para nuestras escuelas públicas.
Como madre, terapeuta y mediadora, haré uso de mis casi veinte años en
nuestras escuelas locales trabajando como activista incansable enfocada en
visión y en resultados concretos. Por favor, vote por mí para apoyar más
oportunidades para todos nuestros alumnos.

www.CynthiaHawthorne.org

3084-001

Statement of BRUCE NEUSTADTER, Candidate for
Governing Board Member, Trustee Area 3 (At Large)

Santa Cruz City School District

Occupation: Marriage and Family Therapist Age: 53

I am a Santa Cruz City School Board Member, parent of two children who attended
K-12 in Santa Cruz City Schools, counselor, and have been a resident of Santa
Cruz for more than 30 years. While on the Santa Cruz City School Board I have ac-
tively supported academic excellence, educational equity, class size reduction
plans, a pre K program, and a fiscally sound budget. As a board member I will con-
tinue to support these priorities. To move the district forward I will continue to stress
collaboration between parents, teachers, staff, administrators, and students. I am
passionate about public education and have spent the past 20 years working with
Santa Cruz City Schools. Thank you for your consideration.

3084-003

Declaración de BRUCE NEUSTADTER, Candidato para
Miembro del Consejo de Gobierno, Área de Síndico núm. 3 (Representación global)

Distrito Escolar de la Ciudad de Santa Cruz

Ocupación: Terapeuta familiar y matrimonial Edad: 53

Soy miembro del consejo escolar de la ciudad de Santa Cruz, padre de dos hijos
que estudiaron sus primeros doce años en las escuelas de la ciudad de Santa
Cruz, consejero, y residente de Santa Cruz por más de 30 años. Durante mi
desempeño en el consejo escolar de la ciudad de Santa Cruz, he apoyado
activamente la excelencia académica, la equidad educativa, los planes para
reducir el número de alumnos por salón, un programa precursor al jardín de
infancia, y un presupuesto fiscalmente sólido. Como miembro del consejo,
continuaré respaldando estas prioridades. Para mover el distrito hacia delante,
continuaré insistiendo en una colaboración entre los padres, los maestros, los
empleados, los administradores y los alumnos. Estoy apasionado por la educación
pública, y he pasado los últimos 20 años trabajando en las escuelas de la ciudad
de Santa Cruz. Agradezco su consideración.

3084-002
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Statement of JOHN WASSERBURGER, Candidate for
Governing Board Member, Trustee Area 3 (At Large)

Santa Cruz City School District

Occupation: Retired Teacher/Businessman Age: 72

Concerened Competent Committed

Our students deserve the finances and success in the classroom that can only
come from good management.

I am a retired teacher with more than 25 years experience in the classroom in our
area. I have personal experience with the operations in the Santa Cruz City School
District. As a retired teacher, I have an overview of the needs, goals and challenges
our schools face today.

I listen, learn, and act. I will pursue new programs such as the California Partner-
ship Academies so our students can thrive and achieve.

My successful business ventures have provided me expertise analyzing budgets
and allocating financial resources. As the former president of the teacher’s organi-
zation, I understand the needs of all district employees and support their efforts to
be paid a competitive salary.

I support the senior citizen’s exemption for all present and future parcel taxes. I
pledge all construction bond monies will be spent for classrooms, not administra-
tive offices.

Quality public education is vital to the future of our children and community.

Educatión pública de calidad es vital para el futuro de nuestros hijos y nuestra
comunidad.

I will operate with honest, forthright communication. I look forward to your input.

e-mail: JW4TRUSTEE@aol.com

Telephone: 831-427-3418

3084-002
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Statement of BILL GEISREITER, Candidate for
Commissioner

Santa Cruz Port District

Occupation: Port Commissioner

The Santa Cruz Port District is a self-sufficient public entity that operates on user
fees. Boating fees, parking fees and concession rents provide all harbor income.
The administration of the Port District, therefore, requires very careful manage-
ment of revenues and expenditures. I am proud to say that during my tenure as a
commissioner we have added and improved many facilities for the general public
and boaters alike.

The harbor is a beautiful resource. There are places where one can walk, jog, bike
and generally enjoy the gateway to the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary.
The boating facilities are varied – the harbor can accommodate boats in the water
and on-land, from kayaks to ocean-going vessels. The harbor is a powerful eco-
nomic generator for the area and provides over a thousand marine-oriented jobs in
the immediate area and generates over $500,000 every year in tax money to the
City and County of Santa Cruz.

It is my personal commitment that the harbor continues to be well managed and an
asset to the community. I appreciate your vote so that I will be able to continue to
fulfill this commitment.

6212-003

Statement of THOMAS C. (TOBY) GODDARD, Candidate for
Commissioner

Santa Cruz Port District

Occupation: Water Conservation Manager Age: 50

I have lived in the Santa Cruz area for 32 years and have been actively involved
with the harbor and boating community the entire time. My interest in serving on the
Port Commission stems from a personal love for the place, its people, its vitality,
and its connection to the sea.

My qualifications for the position of Port Director include 20 years of public service
in local government and 8 years in the private sector performing oceanographic
and water quality research. I have been active in numerous community and civic
organizations, including the Santa Cruz City Water Commission, Live Oak School
District site council, Mid-County youth soccer club board, and most recently, Lead-
ership Santa Cruz County. My wife is a teacher and we are the parents of 2 young
men, both of whom work as lifeguards for State Parks.

As a Port Director, I would devote my time and energy to successfully navigate the
financial, regulatory, and maintenance challenges facing the harbor. I would work
hard to ensure that the harbor remains a safe, functional, accessible, and viable
entity for recreational and commercial users, surrounding businesses, and the
general public into the future. Thank you for your consideration and for this
opportunity to serve.

6512-002

Statement of LOU MATA, Candidate for
Commissioner

Santa Cruz Port District

Occupation: Aquatic Sports Retailer Age: 47

Since 1964 the Santa Cruz Yacht Harbor has played host to a diverse range of us-
ers including fisherman, visiting boaters, slip renters, kayakers, as well as related
businesses. As port commissioner, I have a vision to help ensure the harbor com-
munity viability while being sensitive to community concerns for dredging, plan-
ning, and growth. My vision of inclusivity would use my diverse contacts of
community leaders, mariners, fisherman, and marine technologists to help form a
successful means of port management. As a lifelong resident and self-employed
contractor, consultant, and water sports retailer, I would use my experience as a
businessman and yachtsman towards my office. As an avid harbor user, I’m ac-
quainted either directly or indirectly with the people and businesses there and be-
ing inclusive is key to success.

My experiences include;
• Small business owner
• Member Santa Cruz Chamber of Commerce
• Member of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary
• Avid sailor and mariner
• Coached swimming and water polo at local high schools since 1981
• UCSC Regents and Foundation supporter
• Water safety instructor and trainer
• Sponsor and volunteer of numerous aquatic youth programs
• Member, Loyal Order of the Moose (a family fraternity)

6212-006

Statement of DENNIS (DENNY) L. SMITH, Candidate for
Commissioner

Santa Cruz Port District

Occupation: Retired Sheriff’s Lieutenant/Manager Age: 57

My 32 years of public service in Santa Cruz County have provided the experience
needed to responsibly serve the Port District. Ultimately, however, my qualifica-
tions owe just as much to personal history. I was born, raised, and educated here in
Santa Cruz, and I’ve been a boat owner and a harbor user for over 30 years. My
sense of connection to Santa Cruz community and the Small Craft Harbor runs
deep.

I seek this office as a means to make the most valuable contribution possible to the
district. I believe in the need to maintain harbor infrastructure at manageable cost,
while making every effort to ensure its future viability. This will require a collabora-
tive effort by the District, the City, the agencies serving the harbor, and the sur-
rounding communities. With my experience, insight, and cooperation, I can help
the Port District set realistic goals and plan appropriately for the future.

The economic and ecological health of our gateway to the Monterey Bay Sanctuary
is of the greatest importance to everyone in the region. Responsible stewardship is
our duty – for the present and for generations to follow.
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Statement of ROBERT “BOB” VALLERGA, Candidate for
Commissioner

Santa Cruz Port District

Occupation: Retired Commercial Fisherman

Vote for Traditional Santa Cruz Values.

As a second generation Italian-American & fisherman, I share the special relation-
ship with the Sea and our Coastland. This enduring relationship between the Peo-
ple of Santa Cruz County and their coastal border is priceless. With your vote of
support, I will protect this bond.

I will preserve the successful management and ambiance of the Santa Cruz Small
Craft Harbor. The Harbor has provided a home for ocean related businesses and
recreational activities. It is truly one of the jewels in the crown of the Central Coast.

In my experience, it is essential to the health of the region that our Harbor continues
to thrive. As your Santa Cruz Port District Commissioner, that would be my con-
stant focus.

I have an extensive background in business, from the large corporate world to the
local nonprofit California Senior Alliance, of which I am a Board Member.

A Northern California native, my family was all raised locally, and I can say with-
out reservation that my heart is here. I love the Sea and if you give me your
vote—-I will serve you well.
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