
IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF MEASURE “D” 

 

Measure “D” concerns the regulation of onshore facilities necessary to support offshore oil, gas, and 

deep-sea mining development and exploration. Santa Cruz County Code Chapter 16.55 (“Chapter 

16.55”) currently requires voter approval for any permit or similar authorization to develop, construct, 

or install any onshore facility supporting offshore oil and gas facilities, as further described in the 

Chapter. The Chapter was adopted by voters as Measure “A” at the June 3, 1986, election to regulate 

and protect against identified negative impacts of oil and gas onshore support facilities. An amendment 

to any substantive provision of Chapter 16.55 requires voter approval.    

Measure “D” was placed on the ballot by the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors. The Measure 

seeks to amend Chapter 16.55 in several ways. First, it seeks to change the title and substance of the 

Chapter to include onshore facilities related to deep-sea mining activities. Second, it adds a new 

“Purpose” section to the Chapter, explaining that the Chapter is meant to protect the County’s coastline, 

water, agricultural lands, tourism, air quality, recreation, biodiversity, and quality of life, and allow the 

County to prevent harmful extractive activities. Third, the Measure expands the “Findings” section of 

Chapter 16.55 to more specifically detail ways in which onshore support facilities for oil, gas, and deep-

sea mining exploration and development could substantially adversely affect coastal resources.   

In addition, the Measure adds to Chapter 16.55 a “Definitions” section that defines key terms used in 

the Chapter. It also simplifies the Chapter’s provision related to voter approval for onshore support 

facilities, creates an exemption for certain projects, and makes other miscellaneous changes to the 

Chapter. The stated intention of the proposed changes is to strengthen the provisions of the Chapter 

and expand its provisions to include onshore facilities related to deep-sea mining. 

These changes to Chapter 16.55 would be permanent unless amended by voters in the future. 

Voters are referred to the full text of the measure and the accompanying ordinance for complete 

details.  

 

What Does A Yes Vote Mean? 

A “yes” vote is a vote to amend Santa Cruz County Code Chapter 16.55 to modify its provisions as set 

forth above and as reflected in the ordinance accompanying the Measure.    

What Does A No Vote Mean? 

A “no” vote is a vote to keep the language of Santa Cruz County Code Chapter 16.55 the same as it is 

now and not make any changes to it. 
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